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Archaeobotanical investigations during 2015 and 2016 on flotation samples from the Early Helladic
site of P.O.T.A. Romanou have been quite rewarding. A large number of soil samples processed by
flotation have yielded more than 3000 charred grape pips found in association with a pithos . The
large number of the finds provide us with the first solid evidence for the systematic exploitation of
the grape-vine in Early Bronze Age Messinia at a site that was destroyed well before the emergence
of the Mycenaean Palace of Nestor nearby. Our paper discusses these finds in the context of
prehistoric wine-making in the Peloponnese and Greece in general. Mycenaean wine-making is well
attested in Messenia on the basis of Linear B texts combined with ceramic and architectural finds.
Within ERC funded project PLANTCULT (Horizon 2020, Grant Agreement number 682529) we are
attempting an integrated approach of the archaebotanical assemblage from P.O.T.A. Romanou,
combining a thorough study of the grape-pips, including morphometrics, and of the charcoal
retrieved from the site. The finds from P.O.T.A. Romanou provide us with a rare possibility to explore
the roots of grapevine exploitation and wine-making prior to the emergence of the Mycenaean
palaces in Messenia.
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OL £peuveg tou Ste€ixBnoav katd to 2015 kat 2016 o apxatoBotavikd deiypata and tn Béon g
Mpwiunc Emoxng tou XaAkou N.0.T.A. Pwpovou urtnpéav olaitepa yOVIUES. AsiypoTa XWHLOTOG o
Séxtnkav enefepyaocia pe eninhevon épepav oto Ppwg mapandvw anod 3000 anavopakwpéva
yiyapta tng apmnélou and tnv meployr evog mibou. O peyalog aplOpodc Twv KATAAOUMWY autwv
TLAPEXEL TLG TIPWTEC adLapdLofATNTEG eVOEIEELS YL TN CUOTNLATIKY EKUETAAAELOT TNG OAUITEAOU KATA
v Mpwiun Emoyn tou XaAkou otn Meoonvia, o€ pia B€on mou KataotpddnKe mPLV amno tnv
gudavion, otnv bla eupuTtepn TepLoyN, Tou avaktopou tou Néotopa. H mapouaiaon pag culntd ta
EUPHMUATO OTO TTAQLCLO TNG TTPOIOTOPLKAG oLvoTtoinong otnv Nehomovvnoo Kat tnv EAAGda
vevikotepa. H owvomoinon katd tn Muknvaikn nepiodo sival KaAd TEKUNPLWHEVN LE BAon TIC
TivakiSeg g MpapULkAg B, TNV KEPAULKA KOL TNV OPXLTEKTOVIKI]. 2TO TTAALCLO TOU TPOYPAULATOC TTOU
xpnuatodotei to Eupwnaiko JupfouAlo Epeuvag ( ERC, Horizon 2020, G.A. 682529) miyelpoU e pLa
SLETULOTNOVLKN TIPOCEYYLoN Twv ap)aloBotavikwy dedopévwy amod tn Béon M.0.T.A. Pwuavou,
ouvdualovtog pLa TTANPN MEAETN TWV YIYAPTWVY (LOKPOOGKOTILKA LEAETN Kal LOPDOUETPLKA avaAucn)
KOOWG KoL TwWV UTIOAELUHATWY KapBouvou Tou fpBe oto dpwg amod tn Bon. Ta Sedopuéva amo tn
B<on MN.0.T.A. PwpavoU TapEXOUV ULa OTIAVLA eVKOLpla VoL EEEpEUVACOUE TIG KATABOAEC TNG
EKUETAAMELGONC TNG AUTTEAOU KL TNE OlVOTIoiNaNG otnv TepLoxn tTNg Meoonviag mpwv thv epdavion
TWV HUKNVATKWV OVOKTOPWV.






