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Title: Vegetation change in southeastern Greece from the Middle Palaeolithic to Late Neolithic. The wood charcoal record from cave sites in the Peloponnese
Abstract: The late Pleistocene and early Holocene vegetation of southeastern Greece is coming to light through the study of well-preserved wood charcoal assemblages from cave sites in the Peloponnese dating from the Middle Palaeolithic to the Late/Final Neolithic. New anthracological results from the Palaeolithic Kephalari and Klissoura Caves, in the Argolid are presented. These, alongside the recently published Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic wood charcoal sequences from Franchthi (Asouti et al. 2018) and Alepotrypa (Ntinou 2018) caves are integrated in a synthetic presentation which tracks the changes in the vegetation and the environment throughout the late Pleistocene to the early/middle Holocene. Specific markers of vegetation change are looked for in the anthracological record, with special reference to Juniperus sp., Amygdalus, Maloideae, Pistacia and the thermophilous Olea europaea, and evergreen Quercus. The aim is to approach the vegetational characteristics of the palaeohabitats managed by Palaeolithic and Mesolithic foragers and by the first Neolithic farming communities in coastal and hinterland areas of southeastern Greece. The role of plant resources (fruit trees) in subsistence is discussed against the carpological evidence when available. The environmental setting of the first farming communities and its transformation through time is tackled in the cases of Alepotrypa and Franchthi caves.  
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